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Purpose  
 
Access Arts’ SAFE fund was established by Life Member Peter Vance to provide fast, flexible assistance to 
emerging and professional artists living in Queensland who experience disability.   
 
Access Arts awards six SAFE grants of up to $1,000 each per year.  There are no closing dates. SAFE provides 
timely, one-off funding which can be applied for at any time.   
 
The significant costs of attending conferences, training courses or events and the lack of timely funding options 
can mean that opportunities are missed. Often a piece of equipment or a short period of mentoring could make 
all the difference to artists developing their professional careers.  Removing barriers and accessing opportunities 
are among the reasons why Peter Vance established the SAFE Fund. 
 
 

How SAFE Began  
 
Peter Vance became a Life Member of Access Arts in March 2006.  Marilyn, his wife and lifelong love of 44 years 
died one month later on Good Friday after a short fight with angiosarcoma cancer.  After her diagnosis in 
November 2005 they both agreed that ‘sacred angel’ sounded much better than angiosarcoma so Peter chose 
‘Sacred-angel Arts Funding Empowerment’ or ‘SAFE’ as the name for the fund. 
 

“It’s Marilyn’s strong creative spirit and love of art and travel that inspired me to suggest to 
Access Arts that the SAFE Grant scheme should be set up. SAFE is also a way of saying thank you 
to Access Arts for giving Marilyn and me the opportunity to expand our artistic and life journeys at 
a time when we needed it most” says Peter. 

 
In its first year SAFE grew substantially with initial support from Peter’s family and friends.  The balance has now 
more than doubled with the addition of Access Arts’ Building Fund established from a substantial donation by Lois 
Shultz, a talented visual artist who died in tragic circumstances and saw her work as a means of inspiring others 
with “power, subtlety and originality”.  
 
Access Arts has an ongoing commitment to growing the funds available through careful investment, donations 
and philanthropic support. 
 
 

Eligibility Criteria 
 
To be eligible applicants must: 
  

 Be an emergingi or  professionalii artist or arts worker  
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 Identify as experiencing disabilityiii  
 

 Live in Queensland 
 

 Never have received SAFE funding previously 
 

 Be a current Access Arts member 
 
Applicants must demonstrate that funding or in-kind support is being contributed from other sources apart from 
SAFE, or that they are working in partnership with Access Arts to apply for additional funding or support.   
 
There is no closing date for applications. 
 

 
Project Criteria 
 
Applicants should:  
 

1. articulate their proposed project and its artistic, educational or cultural merit as part of their practice 

 

2. articulate a clear vision for their professional artistic practice 

 

3. propose a project that will provide opportunities to advance their professional artistic goals  

 

4. describe the barriers that they experience in undertaking this project or professional development 

opportunity as a result of disability  

 

5. propose a project that will address the barriers that prevent them engaging with professional 

development opportunities  

 

6. propose a project that is well planned, adequately resourced and achievable 

 

7. propose a project that they are contributing to personally or that has attracted support from other 

sources 

 

What Kinds of Activities Can be Funded?  
 

Eligible activities include, but are not limited to: 
 

 Travel and accommodation assistance for artists and/or their support person to attend training, 
conferences or events which will have a direct and lasting impact on their artistic development 

 

 Mentoring or tutoring to assist with reaching specific artistic goals 
 

 A particular project which will further the applicant’s artistic career, for example an initial exhibition or a 
demo CD 
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 Setting up an arts-related business 
 

 Equipment to assist with working in the arts industry. This is for items not covered under the Workplace 
Modifications and Adjustments Scheme (refer to http://jobaccess.gov.au/content/workplace-
modifications-and-adjustments).   
 

Activities which will not be funded: 
 

 Retrospective expenses 
 

 
How to Apply 
 
Step 1:  Contact Access Arts on 07 3254 9585, 1300 663 651 (local call cost) or belinda@accessarts.org.au to 
discuss your ideas for an application and ensure that they meet the SAFE Fund criteria. We will also determine 
whether there are any other programs or opportunities which are more suitable. 
 
Access Arts staff are available to assist you in preparing your application.  We encourage all applicants to 
engage in at least one grant support session either face-to-face or over the phone. 
 
Step 2: Complete the application form available to download from our website here: 
http://accessarts.org.au/what-we-do/grants/safe-fund/ or request a paper copy by contacting the Access Arts 
office.   
 
Step 3:  Submit your signed application complete with all attachments by emailing Professional Development 
Coordinator Belinda Locke belinda@accessarts.org.au or posting a hardcopy to Access Arts, 1F/24 Macquarie 
Street, Teneriffe, QLD 4005.  
 
Step 4: Applications will be assessed by an independent panel within four weeks. You will be advised in writing as 
to whether your application is successful.  
 
Step 5: Once you have spent the funds, you will need to provide Access Arts with receipts and a short report 
outlining the outcomes of the project.  This must be submitted to Access Arts within eight weeks of the 
completion of the project. 
 
 

To Complete Your Application You Will Need 
 

 A current resume outlining your artistic background, education, experience and achievements 
 

 Support materials – e.g. examples of your artwork, letters of support and quotes for significant budget items 
 

 An Australian Business Number (ABN). Refer to www.business.gov.au for details of how to apply for an ABN 
or contact Access Arts to discuss how we can auspice the grant for you. 
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Acknowledgement 
 
Successful applicants must acknowledge Access Arts in all promotional material relating to the SAFE Grant, and 
use the Access Arts logo wherever possible. 
 
 
Last updated: Belinda Locke, 8 October 2014 
 

                                                 
i Emerging artists are usually defined as someone who has ”...probably practised as a professional artist continually for less than 5 years but 
who wishes to develop his or her career in their chosen artform” 
 

ii The Australia Council for the Arts has defined a ‘serious, practising professional artist’ in the Don’t Give Up Your Day Job 
report. “The seriousness is judged in terms of a self-assessed commitment to artistic work as a major aspect of the artist’s 
working life, even if arts-related work is not the main source of income. The practising aspect means that we confine our 
attention to artists currently working or seeking to work in their chosen occupation. The term professional is intended to 
indicate a degree of training, experience or talent and a manner of working that qualify artists to have their work judged 
against the highest professional standards of the relevant occupation”. 
 
iii Persons with disabilities include “those who have long-term physical, mental, intellectual or sensory impairments which in 
interaction with various barriers may hinder their full and effective participation in society on an equal basis with others” 
United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities 2006. 


